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5. We reaffirm our strong conviction that God sent Jesus Christ as an atonement through His blood, so that
He may be the just and the justifier of those who have faith in Jesus (Rom 3:21–26).
6. We reaffirm the certainty that we are justified freely by the grace of God, without the works of the law,
through the redemption that is in Jesus Christ, who is at the right hand of God interceding on our behalf
(Rom 3:21–24; 8:34).
7. We reaffirm that by the law, which is holy, just, good, and everlasting, comes the knowledge of sin and the
need of Christ for righteousness to everyone who believes (Rom 3:20; 7:7–8, 12; 10:4).
8. We reaffirm that in baptism we have been buried and resurrected with Christ to a new life of victory, so
that we no longer serve sin (Rom 6:1–12).
9. We reaffirm that justification does not result in a license for believers to practice a sinful lifestyle. The
transforming work of the Spirit in the believers is “for faith,” enabling them to think, act, and live according
to the law of God, for sanctification (Rom 1:5; 6:1–18; 8:5–11).
10. We reaffirm that God reveals His love to sinners by adopting them as children and freeing them from the
powers that are set against them in the present dimension of the great controversy. Moreover, He leads them
to a state of coming glory in Jesus’ return, to the glorious freedom of the children of God (Rom 8:18–21).
11. We reaffirm that we accept and choose to live the ethics of love that God proposes to His children. This
can be made evident in fraternal relations and service through spiritual gifts on behalf of all the members of
the body of Christ, one body, which is the church, the Israel of God (Rom 11–15).
12. We reaffirm that salvation in Jesus Christ is offered to all human beings without discrimination, and
those who accept it through faith are called to become a part of the people of God (Rom 1:16; 2:11; 14–16;
3:22–25; 4:11–12; 12:4–5; 10:12–13; 11:17–24).
13. We reaffirm our confidence and assurance that in all things God works for the good of those who love
Him and are called according to His purpose (Rom 8:28–39).
14. We reaffirm our certainty that the consummation of our eternal salvation at the second coming of Jesus
is closer than when we believed (Rom 8:18–20; 11:25–27; 13:11–12; 16:20).
15. We reaffirm our total commitment to the proclamation of the everlasting gospel, which is the power of
God for salvation to all who believe. In its proclamation the grace and righteousness of God are being revealed, in conformity with the declaration of Scripture: “The just shall live by faith” (Rom 1:16–17).
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Chance Discovery of Assyrian Palace with
Biblical Connections
The partial liberation of the Iraqi city Mosul,
ancient Nineveh, from the control of the Islamic State of
Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) in early 2017 by a coalition of
Iraqi government troops, Kurdish Peshmerga fighters,
and other paramilitary organizations brought to light
a surprising archaeological find. In 2014, ISIL fighters
had demolished the popular Nabi Yunus shrine, the
location commonly believed by Christians and Muslims
to contain the tomb of the prophet Jonah (Yunus in the
Koran). Following the liberation of eastern Mosul, Iraqi
archaeologists discovered an impressive network of tunnels, dug by ISIL fighters under the demolished shrine,
that contained underground structures of what they
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consider to be an ancient Neo-Assyrian palace dating to
the seventh century BC.
It has long been recognized that one of the
terror organization’s income streams has come from
trafficking antiquities.1 The tunnel network suggests
systematic looting, as the Iraqi archaeologists found
numerous ancient objects and underground architectural remains. Due to the precarious construction
of the tunnel network, researchers and government
officials fear the imminent collapse of the tunnels,
which would result in major damage to the ancient
site.2
News reports about the chance discovery inadventistbiblicalresearch.org

clude references to Esarhaddon, the youngest son
of Neo-Assyrian king Sennacherib who reigned the
Neo-Assyrian Empire from 681 to 669 BC. Esarhaddon is known from three references in the Bible (2
Kgs 19:37; Isa 37:38; Ezra 4:3) describing his ascent
to the throne following the assassination of his father
Sennacherib and referencing him in the later context
of the rebuilding of Jerusalem.3
While no scholarly presentation of the discovered
artifacts and architectural data has yet occurred, news
reports quoting Iraqi archaeologist Layla Salih have
suggested the discovery of a fragmented marble slab
carrying a cuneiform inscription that uses terminology and phraseology exclusively associated with
Esarhaddon’s reign.4
Further stabilization of the haphazard tunnel
network and the careful excavation and documentation of the palace structure will add to our knowledge about the Neo-Assyrian Empire and remind
scholars and historians (who had read in the works
of then-contemporary sources about this section of
the Neo-Assyrian palace, which had not, however, yet

been excavated) that there are still many surprising
discoveries to be made.
Gerald A. Klingbeil
Associate Editor, Adventist Review;
Research Professor, Old Testament and Ancient
Near Eastern Studies, Andrews University
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Correction

Reflections, #58, April 2017, p. 12. “Book Notes” stated that that Matthias Dorn, author of the book Daniel staunend begegnen
is a “part-time professor at Friedensau University.” It should have read: “He has worked as a guest lecturer at Friedensau
University.” We apologize for this error.
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